TEMPORAL SEQUENCING,
INCIDENT SOPHISTICATION, AND
TERRORIST OUTCOMES

Analysis was conducted on 504 terrorism
plots in the United States from 1980-2015.

-xtremist Plot Type

This research examines the impact the length
of the planning process, the number of
participants, and the volume of precursor
activity has on the success or failure of
terrorist plots in the United States. Data is
drawn from the American Terrorism Study.
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Length of Planning Process

Each plot was evaluated to determine whether it was successfully carried out, partially successful or was foiled or failed. For this analysis, “successful”
and “partially successful” plots were compared to those that were foiled or failed. Incidents were coded as “unsuccessful” when activity on the intended
target was prevented or failed to occur due to plot cancellation, complete device failure or human intervention.

Terrorists who engaged in the shortest
planning cycle had the highest rates of
success. Plots where known preparatory
behaviors were limited to the three-week

period prior to the incident were very 0-21Days  22-90 Days  91-120 Days Over 120 Days
likely to be successfully completed

(83.3%).
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Number of Participants and Success Number of Preparatory Behaviors and Success

The total number of participants involved in the terrorism plot includes not only those _ _
indicted for committing the terrorist act, but also those involved in any planning or Success rates con8|stently declined
preparatory act associated with the plot. Unindicted co-conspirators are included. the more preparatory activities were

required to carry out the incident.
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The total number of known activities related to the planning or preparation of the
planned incident (e.g., meetings, purchase or theft of weapons, etc.) includes only
confirmed preparatory activities; other “antecedent” activities (such as meetings in

which the specific plot was not discussed) were excluded.




